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Introduction

The 20th anniversary of the fall of the Srebrenica enclave in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in  July  2015,  is  an important  occasion. This brief fact book is dedicated to all those who are interested in truth, rather than  politicization. After 20 years, it is time to take a hard look at the facts, and facts only. This is especially important not just from the standpoint of seeking the truth, but also because the Srebrenica events have become not  just a local, or even a regional, but a globally important issue, one that consistently attracts broad mass media  coverage, stirs political controversy and serves as an instrument of political destabilization.

The basic intent of this booklet is to provide both experts and the broader public an overview of all the known  facts  regarding  Srebrenica that have been established on the  basis  of  verdicts  issued  by the International  Criminal  Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the ad-hoc court established by the UN in 1993, at the height  of the Yugoslav civil war, on U.S. insistence. However, an equally important task is to demonstrate what has not been  established  and yet continues to be (mis)treated as fact, on the basis of which far-reaching political assessments and decisions are made.


What are the basic principles behind this publication?

	The truth is always needed, for the victims as well as the accused and the convicted, for historians interested in facts rather than propaganda, and for public figures who truly  wish to work in the public interest; yet, in regard  to Srebrenica, the truth has not been well served thus far, as will be shown;


	Although it still cannot be claimed with certainty exactly what took place in Srebrenica in 1995, enough has been ascertained over the past 20 years to be able to assert with confidence what did not happen – yet that is what is being presented as the  truth. The numbers that are constantly being uncritically pushed in local, regional  and international media, forums and political institutions and structures – centered around the claim that “Serbian forces” committed “genocide” over 7,000 - 8,000  Bosnian  Muslim  prisoners  of war – simply do not stand up  under scrutiny, and are not supported by evidence that has been established thus far;


	Arbitrary numbers and factually unfounded allegations, parliamentary and international “resolutions,” along  with ICTY convictions, are being (ab)used to poison social, political, interfaith, interethnic and   international relations, sow divisions and instability, deepen tensions, and foment extremism in the Balkan region and beyond.  This serves only the interests of those who stand to profit from permanent destabilization, turbulence, artificial  divisions and  “clashes of civilizations”;


	The  Srebrenica tragedy has been (ab)used numerous times, and continues to be (ab)used,  as  a  pretext  for  organizing  political and/or military intervention against sovereign states, or meddling in their internal affairs and fomenting inner turmoil on “humanitarian” grounds. “We must prevent another Srebrenica!” is a war cry that has been heard often in the past decade or so, as a preface to Western military interventions in Yugoslavia (Kosovo),  Congo, Macedonia, Iraq, Syria, Libya. Srebrenica is also an important pillar in the ideology behind the so - called “Responsibility to Protect” (R2P) doctrine that has been constructed to legalize global Western - instigated  interventionism. This is why the truth about Srebrenica, no matter how unpleasant or incriminating for all involved,  is a matter of global importance and ramifications;


	After almost 20 years of work, indictments, testimonies, trials and millions of pages of “evidence,” the ICTY has still not succeeded in establishing the truth. About the only success the ICTY can claim is that it has managed, by  questionable means, to label the Srebrenica events “genocide” – without adequate evidence, and using highly questionable legal reasoning.


Thus, after two decades of futility, deliberate obfuscation and political gamesmanship with a human tragedy, it is  time to try something new. In  order to finally  make a credible attempt at ascertaining what really took  place  in  Srebrenica in July 1995, the best and the most legitimate course to take would be to establish a truly  independent  international Srebrenica Truth Commission. This would be the best way to halt further ugly politicization and (ab)use of this tragic event, as well as to finally bring peace to its true victims, on all sides of the conflict, and satisfaction to the true victims families, with whom all well meaning people share their pain. For, a crime certainly did take place in Srebrenica, and only its full and complete resolution would allow everyone to openly and fully deal with the past, reconcile and finally move on.

This publication is a contribution towards that end, an effort to facilitate the establishment of the full truth regarding what happened in Srebrenica, and not just in 1995, in the hope that it will be of use to the media, the  general public, policy makers and all those with the power to undertake appropriate measures to finally deal with  this international problem and put it in its proper perspective – without manipulation, abuse of facts, or ulterior motives.
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